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politician he whispered to me : " It would be better if he
were not turned out to-day. We don't want the bridges
cut with the Socialists."
The bell rang to indicate that the sitting was resumed.
There was a majority of one. One ? Would he remain in
office ? Watch frim come in by the left-hand door. His
eyes were sparkling. Look at Blum. His cheeks had lost
their greenish look. He was exalted- Evidently Reynaud
meant to stay !
All was not over, however. There was a majority of
one! But three-quarters of the members of the Radical
group had abstained. Could the Radical Ministers remain
in the Cabinet ? If they couldn't, if they resigned, there
would be no Government left. A Cabinet Council met.
'* You would have thought/* one Minister told me, " that
it was a gathering of the family council in a dead man's
bedroom."
The Radicals withdrew into a little room to deliberate
separately. M. Daladier was hesitant. He regretted
having given his support to M. Reynaud. M. Roy, M.
Chautemps and M. Campinchi intervened on Reynaud's
behalf. What counted was the number of votes for and
against. The abstentions ought not to be taken into
account. " But Daladier/' one of the Ministers objected,
" only had abstentionists against him the day before
yesterday, and he resigned."
" He needn't have/'
" But I did ! " Daladier struck in.
" Of your own volition, as Reynaud might do this
evening/' declared M. Roy, Minister of the Interior. " But
it's not for us to compel him to."
Addressing himself directly to M. Daladier, he added:
"You have no right to resign. The President of the
Republic offered you the opportunity to reconstruct your
Government, so you ought to have accepted the offer or
refused M. Reynaud your support. But you gave it and
cannot withdraw it. If the Radical Group ask you to